30                     MUSSOLINI
But Mussolini found his new surroundings strangely unsuited to his temperaments. The Trentino district was chiefly agricultural and had little understanding for the Marxist theories. They wanted a gradual economic improvement in the living conditions of the working classes instead of a bitter class war. Mussolini soon realised that he could accomplish but little in his new position. On February 26th, 1909, he wrote a letter to his Romagnole friend Torquato Nanni, saying : " As for my future, I have no fixed plans. I am living, as always, from hand to mouth. ... I have put advertisements in the newspapers offering myself as a private teacher of French. If I succeed in living by this means, I shall give up the secretaryship immediately/'
However, he liked the city library of Trent where he could read foreign periodicals and newspapers ; also the latest works of foreign authors. Here he developed his literary talents by writing short stories, character sketches and feature articles ; he perfected his mastery of violent and abusive language. He had to live in a room in the poorest section of the